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Sean Dietrich is a columnist, humorist, multi-

instrumentalist, and stand-up storyteller known for his

commentary on life in the American South. His work has

appeared on  The Today Show  and in  Newsweek ,

Southern Living ,  Garden and Gun  and  Reader’s Digest

. His column appears weekly in newspapers throughout

the U.S. He has authored eighteen books and over four

thousand columns. He tours his one-man show

throughout the U.S., makes appearances on the  Grand

Ole Opry , hosts the  Sean of the South  podcast and

he’s a really nice guy.

Follow Sean’s daily writing at seandietrich.com or

@seanofthesouth on Instagram.
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RAVE READER
REVIEWS 

“This (Over Yonder)
will tug at your heart!
The story is sad but
hopeful, and the
writing is superb. I
was immediately
drawn into the unique
plot and setting on a
houseboat. It's an
adventurous story to
read. “

-NetGalley Reviewer

“Over Yonder is an
adventure to read! This
is my first time reading
anything by Sean
Dietrich and I will now
be reading all of his
work. 5 stars, highly
recommend.”

-NetGalley Reviewer

“Dietrich's latest gem combines his

trademark wit and compassion. Using

short, unadorned sentences, there is a

timeless universality to the way in which

he conjures ordinary people scarred by

hardscrabble lives. His prose has a

familiarity and gentle reverence for his

cast members, allowing each their

moment in the sun. Minnie's artistic

coming-of-age is profound and uplifting,

while Nub's life-changing decision puts

him back in touch with his feelings and

those of everyone around him.

Reminiscent of his previous novels, and

skillfully date-stamped in the early

Seventies, Dietrich's keen observations of

his native Alabama underscore a natural

love of life-affirming storytelling.” --

Historical Novel Society for Kinfolk

TRADE REVIEWS

REVIEWS & ENDORSEMENTS
ENDORSEMENTS
for Over Yonder

“A heart-pumping and heartwarming story of

redemption—with car chases. This book was a

sweet, sad ride, which is my favorite kind.”

—Elizabeth Passarella, author of Good
Apple and It Was an Ugly Couch Anyway

“Over Yonder is a story of deeply complicated

people having a deeply human experience.

It's a love story for the tender-hearted, full of

unexpected grace. Sean Dietrich brings to life

a cast of Southern characters searching for

meaning—and finding it in the most unlikely

places. I hugged every single page.”

—Laura Kate Whitney, Editor at Large,
Good Grit Magazine

“I’d describe Sean’s latest work the way I

described Sean’s on-stage persona...It goes

without saying we’ll be entertained. More

specifically, we’re introduced to characters we

won’t soon forget, we’ll all likely both chuckle

and tear up, and we could very well reflect on

the purpose of our lives.”—Dan Rogers,
executive producer, Grand Ole Opry

Margaret Kercher, Publicist
margaret.kercher@harpercollins.com

“Dietrich (Stars of Alabama) imbues

plenty of Southern charm and

colloquialisms in a read that will appeal

to people of all genders, and especially

to fans of small-town living...”—Library

Journal for The Incredible Winston

Browne



It's never too late to find your purpose.

Woody Barker steps out of prison planning to live out his years on his
houseboat docked on the Alabama Gulf Coast. As a defrocked priest with
a heart condition and an ex-wife who still runs his life, he needs peace
and a path to redemption.

Caroline Boyer is seventeen, pregnant, and stuck in a loop of bad choices.
At her mother's deathbed, Caroline finds herself at the center of an
unexpected plot that has the potential to turn her world upside down. At
the funeral, she discovers a father she's never known . . . Whether she likes
it or not, her life will never be the same.

Soon Woody, Caroline, and an emotional support goldfish named Gary are
on a grand adventure through the Deep South. Chased by the men who
are desperate to learn what Caroline's mother told her before she passed
away, they use every skill they have as a new family to stay one step
ahead of danger. To make it worse, former parishioners of the church that
cast Woody out are determined to throw him a welcome home party. As
Caroline and Woody look for answers and try to avoid disaster, they also
learn how to redefine family, hope, and faith they thought they'd lost.

With dry humor and compassion, beloved writer Sean Dietrich highlights
the good of humanity and the light that's always just around the corner.

Over Yonder
Publishes: October 7, 2025

Imprint: Thomas Nelson

ISBN: 9781400235674

Pre-Order Now



Over Yonder explores themes of friendship, redemption, and

finding home in unexpected places. What inspired this story?

The novel follows two unlikely friends—a runaway teenager

and a man with a complicated past. What drew you to these

characters?

The Southern setting is almost a character in itself. How do

you approach writing about place in your novels?

While Over Yonder is fiction, it feels deeply personal. Are

there autobiographical threads woven into this story?

What do you hope readers take away from Over Yonder?

Suggested Interview Questions

Over Yonder


